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and puts it with the coat; then an umlcr-wa
still talking; and another and another- -I counted
seven or eight, each folded and untoidcd very leisurely
in a manner always different, and with gestures fcuth*
fully copied from nature. The Britinh public enjnys
this scene excessively, but Voltaire, D'Alcmhcrt AIM!
many other foreign critics agree in reproving thi*
scene of the Oravcdiggers m horribly low,
Exactly when this extraordinary convention
originated it would IK difficult to sa)\ hut we
know that it ruled in the London theatres for
another score of yt%at$ and lingered much longer
in the provinces* The value of Sisnumdi>'& record
lies in the detailed account of the "business"
followed in the scene, not in its date* n traces of
an earlier observance of the tradition limit in
town and country arc readily to be found. When
Stephen Komble of obese memory (noted tor
having played Falstatf without stuffing), wan
as the First Gruvedigger at the Sundcrland
Theatre in February 1806^ on the cKcatiion of i
benefit night, his stripping off of the
from so elephantine a body, if the local corre-
spondent of T&t Monthly            is to be bcttcvcdt
sent the house into fits of laughter*
Curiously enough, a long time
protests began to be made            the continuance